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ARTICLES AND BYLAWS

OF THE BLOUNT COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

ARTICLE 1.
The name of this society is the Blount County Historical Society.
ARTICLE 2.

The purposes of this society are Cultural and Educational.  The intent of the society is to provide a setting and agency for meetings for those having common interest in both collecting and preserving the history of Blount County, Alabama.  The normal meeting venue is at the Blount County Historical Museum, however meeting venues may be held at other sites, as chosen by the Vice-President of the Society and approved by the President.

ARTICLE 3.

The members of the society are those who have completed an application and who have paid current dues.  By their application, members will have indicated a desire to participate in the Society and subscribe to its purposes.  New members are accepted when recommended by a current member, and approved by vote of the members present, or approved by vote of the members at the next membership meeting.  Additionally, prospective members can indicate a desire to join by filling out an application at the Blount County Memorial Museum and by paying current dues, keeping in mind that all new members must be approved by vote at the current or next general membership meeting.  At this time, membership records are maintained at the Blount County Memorial Museum.

Dues shall be $10.00 per year.  Family dues are $20.00 per year.  Family dues are for two or more members of a family at the same address.    A receipt will be issued for membership dues received. When there are membership votes, only two family members can record a vote.    If a member pays more than the basic membership rate, the amount above the dues will be considered a donation and a receipt for the donation will be given.

The benefits of membership include the common sharing of our historical heritage.  The Society mails a quarterly newsletter to current members.  Family members will receive one copy of the Newsletter at their address.  Members may be entitled to discounts that would apply at other Historical Museums.  Members receive a discount (generally 10%) for select items for sale at the Museum.  Check with the Curator while at the Museum about purchase discounts for members.

Note that for a donation, members receive a benefit for greatly discounted access to certain genealogical computer Internet sites.  As an example, for a $10.00 donation (above the annual dues) members receive access to Ancestory on the Internet.  This is a very special group rate.  The small donation may change from time to time.  

New members will be recognized at the current or next general membership meeting and in the current or next Newsletter of the Historical Society. 

ARTICLE 4.

The Officers of the Blount County Historical Society shall be President, Vice- President, Secretary and Treasurer.  The officers shall be elected at the annual meeting in October of even numbered years by majority vote of membership present and shall serve for the next two successive years or until their successors are duly elected and qualified.  Because these are working positions, all officers are required to attend meetings of the Historical Society, unless there are schedule conflicts that cannot be avoided.  If an officer cannot attend a meeting, he or she should try to contact the President or the Museum Curator.  

The duties of the above officers shall be those commonly pertaining to such officers in such societies, except as limited by these Articles.  All officers must be current members of the Historical Society.  Officers may vote in general membership votes.

Newly elected or reelected officers serve from January to December.  If there is a vacancy of a Society Officer Position, at the discretion of the elected or reelected President, the new officer may assume his or her duties beginning with the October meeting.    

ARTICLE 5.

The general duties of the Blount County Historical Society Officers are as follows.

The President shall preside at membership meetings.  The President shall have the authority to appoint committees concerning any purpose that he or she feels should be addressed.  This may concern special programs, membership matters and society promotion, historical monuments or markers, society field trips, or for any special purpose consistent with the purposes of the society.

The Vice-President will preside at membership meetings in the absence of the President.  The Vice-President is also the Program Chairman.  The Vice-President must discuss the possible programs with the President and with the Museum Curator.  This is to avoid duplication or other conflicts.    

The Secretary will record the minutes of each membership meeting and of any general meeting of the Officers of the Society.  The Secretary will give a copy of minutes of each society meeting, and of any officers’ meeting, to the Curator of the Museum, who will keep them in a permanent file at the Blount County Memorial Museum.  The President may call on the Secretary for other corresponding or recording duties.  As space permits, membership-meeting minutes may be presented in the next Society Newsletter.   

The Treasurer will keep an up-to-date account of the Society’s finances.  The Treasurer will write checks for the Historical Society as indicated in general, or as directed by the President.  The Treasurer will provide the President and the Curator of the Blount County Memorial Museum with a record of finances each month.  The Treasurer and the President are authorized to sign checks.  

During the month of January, The Treasurer will provide the President and the Officers of the Society with a General Financial Statement.  Copies of The General Financial Statement can by requested by any member and will be available at the Museum.  A general total of funds-on-hand will be announced at each membership meeting, and will be published in the January Newsletter that is mailed to the Membership.

ARTICLE 6.

Meetings of the members shall be held quarterly in January, April, July, and October of each year, at times and places designated by the President and the Vice-President.  Members shall be given notice of any meeting at least two weeks in advance. The October meeting is the annual meeting and in even-numbered years is designated as officer election.  October (annual) meetings are always at the Museum.  The normal meeting will be 2:00PM on the fourth Sunday of the meeting month.  This can be changed by agreement between the President and the Vice-President.  Information about meeting changes must be discussed with the Curator.     

Additionally, the President and the Vice-President may call for an “extra” general membership meeting if a special program becomes available and would not fit the normal meeting schedule.  Generally, general membership meetings are announced in the Newsletter.  Special meetings or special field trips will be announced by postcard or letter, mailed from the Museum.

ARTICLE 7.

The fiscal year of this society shall be the same as the Calendar year.  

ARTICLE 8.

At the discretion of the Society President, most general membership meetings will include a short business meeting to include the membership present.  In addition the President can hold a brief officers’ meeting at general membership meetings.  In addition to general membership meetings, and at the President’s discretion, a called meeting or meetings of all officers may be held at the Museum during the year.  

ARTICLE 9.

If there is any matter before the Society to be voted on at the membership meeting during the business meeting, any paid member in good standing is qualified to vote.  Keep in mind that when there are membership votes, only two family members can record a vote.  A majority of “yea” votes constitutes acceptance.

ARTICLE 10.

Contacts with schools for the purpose of historical presentations are to be made by the President or the Vice-President.  Any officer or member of the Society, while representing the Society, may give a historical program or presentation at a school or club, but only with the approval of the President, if they are representing the Society.  The Secretary of the Society will maintain a record of programs given at schools or clubs.  

ARTICLE 11.

The officers of the Society are authorized to accept donations and gifts for the furtherance of the purposes of this society.  All income to the Society is to be used first for Society (approved) expenses.  After expenses, income to The Blount County Historical Society is earmarked for general use or purchases for the Museum.  In addition to the general expenditures of the Society and of the Museum, the Museum has a special fund earmarked or allocated for future expansion of the Museum.  At the end of each quarter, or at the time of any special fundraiser, overage funds above a normal and prudent balance will go to the special fund.   

No officer of the Society shall have the authority to commit this society financially for a sum beyond its available general funds-on-hand.  Allocated funds are not available for other use, unless approved by all Officers and the general membership.  

At times funds may be made available for special projects of a historical nature.  The President of the Society must approve all requests for any society funds.  All of the officers are required to approve any amount above $200.00.  Additionally, all officers and the general membership must approve any amount above $500.00.  When the Society makes any funds available to anyone for any special project, it must be reported in the next membership newsletter.  Any special project funds shall not come out of earmarked funds. 

ARTICLE 12.

Keeping in mind that the focal point for most members is at the Memorial Museum, note that The Historical Society works closely with the Museum and there is a general overlapping of interests and purposes.  The exchange of info between the Historical Society, the Officers of the Historical Society, and the Curator of the Museum is strongly encouraged.

* * * * * * *     

Approved by Officers of the Blount County Historical Society

Date: _____________________________________________

Approved by General Membership of the Blount County Historical Society

Date: _____________________________________________

